
Artistic Woodturners Meeting of September 17, 2016 

 

Meeting was called to order by Ed Rose, president.  

29 members were in attendance. 

Next month is election month. All those interested in serving as an officer are requested to let any 

officer know of your interest. It is important that as many members as possible attend the meeting next 

month. Anyone absent is subject to being drafted! 

A brief auction was held. High bidder for wolverine sharpening jig was our guest Jim Creel. 

Show and Tell featured several of our artists in residence. I regret that I did not capture images of Jeff 

OliveΩs wavy edged bowl. 

    

 

   

        Chinaberry  - Ralph Thomas                                    natural edge ash ς Ed Rose 



         
natural edge live oak                                                          DarnellΩs bowl from bud vase prize wood 

 

                

Simple maple bowl turned by Ed Rose, with color enhancement by his granddaughter.    

 

We had the privilege of hosting Jim Creel as a visiting demonstrator. His topic was άHow to turn an 

elegant finialέ.  He demonstrated his technique with a personally shaped/ground spindle gouge. He 

explained the importance of proportion, esp with regard to the golden mean (1.631:1). He 

demonstrated the use of a Fibonacci gauge. Jeff Olive was fortunate to have a classically shaped head 

corresponding to natural law, as the gauge demonstrated.  Jim explained his learning curve since a 

workshop with Cindy Drozda. For 10 fortunate members, he conducted a hands on workshop in the 

afternoon, with all learning to turn toothpicks, olives on a toothpick, luscious ampoule shapes and 

incised discs, all to be incorporated into future finials. 



   

Finials to which to aspire                                                        Homemade special use tools 

   

                                                                                                          Standard ground bowl gouge 

  

Special grind for finial spindle gouge. Note long wings and 30 degree grind. 



   

Roughing down stock with standard bowl gouge       Note finger support for tool and stock at same time 

 

Making tiptop of finial to toothpick diameter 

 

 

 

 



   

Cutting in to make a single disc                                                   Making a double disc 

 

Explaining  the Golden Mean and maintaining proportionality of the elements in a finial 

 



  

Using a Fibonacci gauge 

 

άRemember the spireέ i.e. diameter of finial core tapers proportionately too! 

 



  

                                                                                                  Note the combination of shapes: spire, double 

                                                                                                  disc, ampoule, coved base.                                                              

 

   

Ball, ampoule, coved base                                                    beveled end spire, ball, coved base 

 

 

 



                         


